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the actual loss of life incurred, but also when we reflect
that some of our larger cities are able, thanks to a water-
supply of constant and high pressure, to affix upon street

hydrants suitably placed, hose which can at once and

effectually control the beginning of a possible conflagration.
To obtain such a supply for London would entail a very great
and even a disproportionate outlay. Its realisation, there-
fore, however desirable, cannot for some time to come be
counted on, unless, indeed, a proposed alternative method be
adopted. This, which has already been applied in certain

cases, as for the protection of New Scotland Yard and
the National Gallery, consists in utilising by a combina-
tion hydrant the water-power of the Hydraulio Company
to supplement that in our ordinary mains. The service
available from this source is as yet of limited extension, but
it includes in its area such districts as the City, Strand, and the
docks. It is in these parts that widely destructive fires are
most frequent, and in these, therefore, such a system as we
have suggested should prove of the greatest advantage to
persons and property. The suggestion is not a novel one.
It has already been considered, and for the time being
shelved, by the County Council. We should, nevertheless,
like to hear more of it, or to learn by what other method it
is proposed to endow a city abundantly supplied with water
with the means of obtaining such continuous and high
pressure in mains as shall render street hydrants in Lon don,
as in Liverpool, Glasgow, or even Hull, a general and an
immediate means of fire extinction.

THE TENURE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF MEDICAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH.

WE learn that the Nottingham Medico-Chirurgical Society
has recently had under consideration circumstances con-

nected with the appointment of the medical officer of health
of Ilkeston. This appointment had been held for ten years by
Dr. Carroll, during seven of which he received &pound;30 per
annum, during two years and a half 50, and for the last six
months at the rate of &pound;75 per annum. The Ilkeston town
council were, therefore, evidently beginning to appreciate
Dr. Carroll’s work, and were by degrees attaching a better
salary to his office ; but at the period when he should
have been re-elected it is stated that he was informed that his
ideas as a sanitarian were too advanced for a place of such
modest dimensions as Ilkeston, and another medical man was
selected in his stead at a salary of &pound;100, this gentleman
being, we are informed, himself a town councillor previously
to his election. The society has therefore passed a suitable
resolution and communicated it to the local Members of

Parliament, to the Parliamentary Secretary of the Local
Government Board, and to the Incorporated Society of

Medical Officers of Health. The action of the town council
of Ilkeston brings into prominence the urgent need of an
alteration of the law which renders such conduct possible.

THE COMPETITION OF HOSPITALS AND PRIVATE
PRACTICE.

THE Great Northern Central Hospital, as competing with
private practitioners for pay patients, has a companion from
whom we might have expected better things. The E, vening
Standard gives an account of an entertainment at Guy’s
Hospital, partly for the pleasure of the patients in the Bright
Ward, but " chiefly for making better known the paying ward
of that name," where for three guineas a week medical,
surgical, and obstetric cases are received. True, they are not
treated by the honorary staff, as in the Great Northern Central
Hospital. They are under the care of a gentleman "whose
treatment has won for him the confidence and regard of all the
patients." It is enough to disturb the repose of the illustrious
man after whom this ward is named to think that any part

of Guy’s Hospital should have come to such uses. Not to go
so far back, there is an eminent consulting surgeon of this
hospital who occasionally favours the profession with ad-

dresses on subjects touching the interest of practitioners who
cannot, we think, approve of such arrangements. This is

a deliberate attempt to attract a kind of medical practice
which there is no excuse for hospitals seeking to attract.
The eulogistic notice of the resident medical officer may
be permissible in the new code of hospital medical

ethics ; but if any private practitioner were to be similarly
noticed in the local paper of his district he would justly be
liable to criticism by our correspondents and by ourselves.
We appeal to the staff of Guy’s Hospital to protest against
this abuse of their great institution, which was founded for
the relief of the poor. The evil we describe is a very grave
one, and the leaders of the profession will lose all credit for
sympathy with their brethren if something is not done to

stop it. -

DIPHTHERIA IN LONDON.

THE diminution in the fatal cases of diphtheria witnessed
in the concluding week of last year has not only not been
maintained, but there has been again, as has so often hap-
pened in the present prevalence, a marked increase after the
very temporary lull. With the close of last week the num.
ber of diphtheria patients remaining under treatment in the
hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board was, it is true,
brought down to a unit below 500, as compared with 521, 510,
and 521 in the preceding three weeks, and the admissions
from 111, 80, and 75 in the same three weeks to 62 last week ;
but the gain thus made has to be set against a death roll of
50, or 17 in excess of the corrected average. True, this number
was six times exceeded in the previous twelve weeks, but
the deaths in the last fortnight of December had only been
36 and 35 respectively. Diphtheria in London was last
week fatal to the extent of some 28 per cent. of the fresh

cases, but little more than one-third of these were admitted
to hospital. Enteric fever, on the other hand, was fatal to
some 17 per cent. of cases, 24 per cent. of which found their

way to hospital. Of the 50 diphtheria deaths 30 occurred in
children aged from one to five years, and included 5 from

Hackney, 4 each from Kensington, Hammersmith, Poplar,
and Ba.ttersea, and 3 each from Fulham, Islington, Mile-end
Old Town, and Greenwich. In Greater London there were
18 deaths, including 5 in West Ham, 3 in Kingston, and 3 in
Romford, as well as 1 each in Tottenham and Hornsey.

COLLECTIVE INVESTIGATION UPON THE SERUM
TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA.

THE editors of our enterprising contemporary, the
Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift, Drs. Eulenberg and

Schwalbe, have initiated a plan for the collective investiga-
tion of the experiences of the medical profession regarding
the treatment of diphtheria by antitoxin. They point out
that the results so far published from private practitioners,
as well as those from hospitals, speak favourably of a

method which may prove to be of the highest importance in
therapeutics-a method which has impressed even the most
critical, as exemplified in Professor Virchow’s declaration
that it is the duty of every practitioner to employ it in this
disease. They say that scepticism is never more legitimate
than in respect to the alleged efficacy of treatment, especi-
ally of any treatment that claims to be specific, and that
diphtheria affords scope for arriving at a correct judg’
ment upon the results of treatment ; but the number
of points to be determined are exceptionally numerous
and involve many considerations such as can only
be gathered on a large scale and over a large area.

The question must embrace facts from thousands of
cases collected from all sources and from all parts of the


